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Itistoday irrelevant how the East waswon. Liberation hasembroiled the provincein too many issuesto
pauseand rgjoice. Thevictorieshavebrought far too many implicationsfor the East. Thecriticismagainst the
government for letting greater political agendasto be met over those of ahuman nature cannot beignored.

A recent visit totheprovince proved much of theallegationstrue. The East isthetheatreof more
controversiesthan any it hasexperienced over thetwo decadesof conflict. Gover nment claimsof
wiping the province of terrorism holdslittle weight because there are over riding issues. At the
moment they weigh far bigger and havethepotential tothreaten theentirefutureof theEast.

Themilitary exercisesfollowingtheMavil Aru debaclehasimpacted the provinceasnever before.
L and asa palitical weapon isonly contributingtotheissue. Thework of certain nationalist political
partiesishaving seriousimplicationstothewar torn districtsof the East. Thepeopleareawar e of
the‘needs being met and the movesto changethe demography to meet lar ger political agendas.
Thehundredsof thousandsleft destitutein thecampsfor thedisplaced aretestimony of asituation
gonefar out of any one’'sgrasp. It isafact that some of these camps still providerefugeto those
left homelessby the Tsunami.

Thefirst movement of displaced persons, 6,000 families, approx 30,000 persons, took placein April 2006
fromthe TrincomaeeDidtrict to the Battical oaDidtrict after the Mavil Aaru clashes between the Government
andtheLTTE. ThelDPsfirst moved from Trincomaleeto Vakarai in the Batticaloadigtrict, theninlate 2006
fromVaharai to Batticaloa. Thethird movement of personswasfrom West Battical oato Battica oaEast.

Thosewho vacated to Vakarai from Mutur east including Sampur after the commencement of aeria bombings
areintransit campsin Killiveddi. Thereisno knowledge when they will beresettled in their own lands,
because that has been declared aHigh Security Zone now. Resettlement in Echchampatthu al so continues.
Earlier plansto allow peopleto return as close to home as possible and start clearing and rebuilding homes
and get back to former livelihoodsareno longer * part of the plan’.

‘Sinhalisation’ is a serious charge levelled against the government. Moves by certain political
or ganizationsto settle Snhalafamilieswithin Mudim villageshaveonly pour ed fud tothesenstivities
of thearea. Theplanshaveearned and aroused thewr ath of the M uslim community. Thereislittle
security that even amilitary can providetofamiliesthusforced in tothevillages. Thepeoplelevel
chargesagaing a‘political agenda’ of colonization. Attemptstojustify ‘homeands through identifying
certain areasashistoric Buddhist placesof wor ship arealso seemingly part and par cel of the plan.

They allegemoveswer eon to changetheethnic composition. In Mutur for instance, thereisa52%
Muslim population, a47% Tamil and 1% Sinhalese. Member of the M utur Pradeshiya SabhaM.
Regis claimsthat the gover nment has settled 25 Sinhala families already. And moves wer e now
underway to strengthen the claimsby bringing areligious stamp to theissue. He alleges certain
nationalist partiesof movesto claim amountain at M unahattamallai aBuddhist site of ar cheol ogical
interest of late.

“TheMusimsvenerated thismountain for alongtime. Then in 2003 a Christian group cameand
placed a crosson top and therewasa conflict that left 10 peopledead, Rs. 5 million damagesin the
town and twoweeksof tension inthearea.” “ A few weeksback some Buddhist priestshave come
and visited thetop of themountain and after that thereisa policepoint sowecan’t go and seewhat
they havedone. They aretryingto createunrest again,” he charged. According to him sincethe
visit peoplearebanned carrying out work at thequarry at thefoot of thehill. Thiswasaffectingthe
livelihoods of many.



Livelihoodsarecertainly aseriousissueinthe new liberated land today. Forcibly dumpedinther
thousands, far fromtheir origina habitats, thereisno roomfor engaginginformer livelihoodshere. There
areno attemptsby the government to remedy thiseither. Farming isunthinkableinthemostly arid lands
they areforced to make home.

The Coalition of Mudimsand Tamilsfor Peace and Co-existence (CM TPC) supportsthe alegations
made. They allegethat the current development plan for Trincomalee or the soon to beunveiled Eastern
Development Planisviewed with degp mistrust. “ Thisconcern of minority communitiesneedsto be
addressed and their fearsalayed as speedily aspossible’ they maintain.

Theeviction of 251 resettled far mer sfrom Arafat Nagar on August 10th, without prior noticeby
themilitary, demonstratesthat it isnot purely security concer nsthat keep the Tamilsout of their
lands. Such actionsand in someinstancesobstaclesplaced in theway of resettlement are
prompted moreby ethnic consider ationsand than by security safeguar ds. TheseMuslim families
with per mission from thethen military commander began cultivationin March 2007. On the 10th,
of thismonth, themilitary commanded thefamiliesto move out, placed aboar d at the entr ance of
thevillagestatingthat theareawasaHSZ and that anyonewho enter ed would be shot. Though
negotiationsareunder way over thiscontrover sy, the area hasbeen fenced off and the people
areallowed only to cultivateand not re-settleon theland.

A massive highway has been constructed by thearmy, cutting acrossmany paddy fieldsin Kinanthimuna,
Perumpathu and Velldanwetai. Thereislittle evidencethat any proper procedurewasfollowed in acquiring
thisagricultura land. Thefarmershad no intimation of what wasgoing onfor they had been barred from
entering their villagesby the military astheareahasbeen declaredaHSZ.

Thegover nment by Gazettenatification No 1467/3 Board of I nvestment of Sri LankaLaw No
40(1978), declared anew High Security Zone covering Sampur and Mutur East on 16 February
2007. Thedeclaration of HSZ for an Economic Zonewill lead to thedisplacement of thousands.
Thegovernment hasreportedly already taken action to acquireland for relocation of thesaid
displaced families. Easter n Security ForcesCommander Par akrama Pannipitiyahasbeen
appointed asthe Competent Authority for theimplementation of theregulations.

Therearesuspicionsthat ‘anew and trustwor thy wor k for ceand new communities, most likely
Sinhalawill bemoved into Trincomalee, ‘ dramatically impacting on thedemogr aphy and the
ethnicbalancein theTrincomaleeDistrict.” Already local communitiesareexpressing fear sthat
their areasarebeing mar ginalized and their needsand rightsarebeingignored in theproposed
development plans.

Movesunder the BOI Trincomalee Development Plan, to establish anaturepark and in
Seenanveli, north of Illankaiturai Muhattuvaram, aHSZ and a special fishing zoneareall hold
similar implications. Theresidents, most of them Tamilsof Veddha descent, from about eight
villages, have been transported and virtually dumped in the open. ‘ They areprevented from
going homeon the pretext of landmineswhiletheir meagr e possessionshave been reportedly
looted by ‘ Sinhalese’ from the M ahindapur a colony, acting allegedly in cooper ation with the
Army. Thearmy isalso engaged in constructing a Buddhist Temple, Samudragiri Vihara, in
Seenanveli.

South Asiansfor Human Rightslast week retorted against themovesto Sinhalisethearea.

“ Appointment of numer ous Sinhalagover nment officialstotheProvincial Council in the East
after thede-merger of theNorthern and Easter n province; establishment of Sinhala
resettlementsin Ampara; and building Viharasin Pottuvil, apredominantly Muslim area. The
Muslim people, correctly, viewed themselvesasbeing stuck between Sinhala and Tamil



nationalisms,” they allege. Comparisonsar edrawn between schemes, such asthe M ahaweli
irrigation scheme, to move Sinhala settler sinto Tamil and Muslim areas* with theaim of
changingtheethnic demography of the provinceand ther eby alter electoral politics.”

Kdiachchai insdethevillage of Rithithanna, whichiscurrently part of theKorala West DSdivision, wasa
Musdim areafrom which peoplewere moved to Ottamavadi and Sinhal ese settled in 1990 through the
Mahaweli scheme. Someloca sourcesclaimthat after thetsunami the Presidential Secretariat allocated
housesin the post-tsunami resettlement schemein Pottuvil to 18 Sinhal ese personsrecruited by the
government to work on post-tsunami reconstruction.

ThePortsAuthority hastaken over landson theHabarana- Trinco road which they fear will be
used toresettle Sinhalese. The people believe the use of thelion asa symbol for the Muslim

majority Amparadistrict in thenew flag for the Eastern provinceisafurther messageby the
government totheminoritiesthat AmparaisaSinhaladivision. Theseclaimsillustratethefears
of theminority communitieswhich deepen existing divisionsbetween communities. Pottuvil DSis
269 sq km and separ ated into 27 GSdivisions. Theethnicratioin Pottuvil is78.11% Musdlims,
19.79%- Tamilsand 2.11% Sinhalese. Pottuvil isan areathat hasbeen adver sely affected by the
demar cation of thetsunami buffer zone, Sinhala colonization and LTTE alienation.

Changing administrative boundariesisanother meansthrough which the demography of the Eastern
Provinceisalegedly being changed, sinceitimpactsupon theability of minority groupstoinfluencethe
political processesintheir loca areas. For example, in Pottuvil, Navilaru, afarming areawas declared
sacred land by the Government Agent in March. Thesametook placein Oluvil. After thetsunami the
government declared Ullal, amgority Mudim/Tamil village south of Battical oa, asatourist zone,
congtructed hotel sand reportedly encouraged Sinhal ese settlements.

Many groupsand individualsthe mission met opined that themurder of 10 Muslim menin
Pottuvil in September 2006 wascarried out with theintention of grabbingland and war ningthe
Muslimsthat they should not contest control for land. Accordingtolocalsthe Pottuvil murders
took placebetween two Sinhalavillagesand ther ewas continuing dispute between thevillages,
with thelatest alter cation occur ring themor ning beforethemurder. Thedisputewasregar ding
burying non-Muslimsin theMuslim cemetery. Sincefisher men settler sfrom Tangalletook over
thenon-Muslim cemetery and built houses, ther ehasbeen noburial ground for non-Muslims.
Hence, they attempted to bury non-Muslimsin theMuslim cemetery which led toa dispute
between thecommunities.

‘The Muslim people are subjected to attempts by both state and armed groupsto grab land. In many areas
Mudimsafraidtoliveonandfarmther landsdueto formal andinformal threatsby armed groups. In many
cases, though they have deedsto thelands but are unableto usethem’. Thesemoveswerealegedly
underway despitethe existing issuesrelating to the Tsunami affected. Thetsunami displaced are one of
variousgroupsthat have no public spaceto articulate their grievances. Those displaced by thetsunami
continueto livein campsin many partsof the East. Therecent spate of conflict displacement hasalsoledto
theplight of thetsunami displaced being ignored by both the government and aid agencies. For example,
though Maruthamunai was one of themost affected areasthere hasbeen minimal rehabilitationinthearea

‘A tsunami displaced person said that in February 2007 the people who hadn’t yet been provided with
housing staged a Sathiyagrahato reiteratetheir needsas|DPs. Discussionswiththe GA and DSresultedin
promises being made that they’ d be given land within aweek. Four months|ater nothing hasbeen doneand
thesituation of the IDPsremainsthe same.

In many cases post-tsunami resettlement hasbeenill-conceived with peoplefindingit difficult to engagein
livelihood activitiesin the new settlement areas. In1smail puram for exampl e, people do not want toresettlein



the| CRC housing schemeastheir livelihood isfishing and it isdifficult to engageinlivelihood from 11 kms
away fromthe sea. * Emergency Architects have reportedly been given the contract to build housesin this
area, but 22acresof thisland called * theatreland’ hasbeen fenced off and claimed by agroup of Sinhalese,
who had not been affected by the tsunami, with help of military, policeand aViharadhipathy.

Land hasasapoalitical issue cost far too much to the country over two decades, to now be alowed to hamper
any movesfor co-existance. Nationdist politicsmust not beintheway of peopl€ sdesiretoliveamicably with
each other. The country haswitnessed too much of the repercussionsof such paliticsto bea lowed to dominate
oncemore.

In Vattamadu the GA had issued a land permit to both Muslims and Tamils for the same
piece of land, which led to an inter-community dispute. The LTTE allowed Muslim people
to cultivate the land for a certain period of time and then refused entry. - In Thirukkovil,
Rasoolthotum coconut estates owned by a Muslim man were left in trust for the daughter
but after the CFA the LTTE built houses for Tamils on the land with the help of World

Vision.

In Pottuvil, town, (a 99% Muslim populated area), Muhuthumaha Vihara, an
archeological site, was turned into a Buddhist temple with no worshippers. This has
been contemplated as a move to create communal tense in this area.

Land at the 3rd mile post has been declared an archeological site, with the planting of
a Bo tree on the Lahugala and Pottuvil road.

In Saasthraveli 1000 acres of Muslim agricultural land, (which were on renewal permits),
have been taken over by the state and a Buddhist monk and 10 children with 50
homeguards for security have been settled in the area. The mission was told that the
land is currently being divided into 2-3 acre plots and gradually being used to settle
Sinhala people.

In Arugam Bay a large Buddha statue was placed opposite the main STF camp at the
foot of the Arugam Bay Bridge. It should be noted there are no Buddhists residing in
the vicinity. Immediately after tsunami another Buddha statue was erected by Ullai
town on the beach. USAID which is building a bridge in the area was forced to shift the

location of the bridge to avoid shifting the location of the statue.

In Pottuvil town a sign board which states that Sri Lanka is a Buddhist country and
belongs only to the Buddhist was placed on a Bo tree. The sign board which was installed
a couple of years ago is in Sinhala.
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