Federation of All Mosgquesand Or ganizationsin Easter n Province had sent an appeal to the President
Rajapakse, onvariousMudim I ssueslast week.

01.10.2007

HisExcellency, The President Mahinda Rajapakshe,
Democratic Socidist Republic of Sri Lanka,
Presidential Secretariat

Colombo—-01.

Your Excdllency,

Wesincerdly congratulate your Excellency and your government for the commendabl e programmes of work
undertaken during thisperiod of timewhen Your Excellency are nearing completion of the 2nd tenure of the
officeasthe President of Sri Lanka.

When the government wasformed soon after your assumption of office, mgority of Mudim parliamentarians
weretakeninto the government. Ninety Nine percent of them wereappointed asMinisters. WetheMudims,
convey our deep felt gratitudein thisregard.

However, asaminority inthiscountry, it has become necessary for usto state the following grievances
although they may sound bitter. One of these mattersisthat during last presidential election, the UNPwas
campaigning that “ Azan” call for prayerswould be banned from mosquesif M ahinda Rg apakshe becomes
president. But we had great trust in you asone of the closest friends of the Mudim community. Inspite of all
this, suspicionisemerging over the government’s new news announcement afew weeksago that seeksto
imposetimelimit ontheuseof amplifiersin placesof worship. Itisfeared that it may be an attempt to ban
“Azan” calsand other related activitiesin mosques.

The other matter isthe subtle settlement schemes now taking placein Ampara, Batticaloaand Trincomalee
districtsof the Eastern Province. Thisactivity pursued in such hastein Mudimareasas Oluvil Alim Chennal,
Pothuvil, Sengamam, Sasthiraveli, Sammanthural, |smailpuraintheAmparadistrict and Muthur Town, Arafa
Town, Kiranthimaal, Pulmoaddai inthe Trincomal eedigtrict together with thousands of acreof |land belonging
totheMudimsliberated fromtheTigersaong the A5 routeinthe BatticaloaDidtrict; inall thesethe plight of
theMudlimscomparableto that of faling “fromthefrying panto thefire’. Furthermore, thishascometo be
regarded asan attempt to expel the Mudimsfrom their placesof residencefor ages.

Also thegovernment does not seem to havetaken any action or given assurancefor the safety of theMudims
inthisregard, it would be theinnocent Mudlimswho would be affected if therewas going to be any further
repetitionsof theincidentsthat occurredin Pothuvil, Ulla areas. TheMudim political leadersareunabletodo
anything regarding the attemptsinitiated by mgjority community for itssettlements. Itistruethat not only their
hands but also their mouthsaretied up.

Asaresult of the effortsmade by Marhoom Dr. Badi-udin Mahmood under the SLFPgovernment under the
premiership of Madam Srimavo Bandaranaike, Arabic Teacherswere appointedin Muslim schoolsinthe
country. We still remember with gratitude the enormousinterest shown by Madam Srimavo Bandaranaikein
thisregard. SincetheArabic teachers appointments have not been madefor thelast several yearsathough all
important Mudim organizationsincluding theAll Ceylon Mudim League and Mudim Education Conference
have apped ed the success ve governmentsfor such appointments.



Finally, at ameeting of Mudim Education Conferenceheldin Templetreesin your present of Excellency, the
authoritieswere giveninstructionsto effect these appointmentsimmediately. Thereefter, the conferencewas
concluded and the Mudim community |eft with great confidence. However, nothing has happened even after
alapseof oneand half years. Your Excellency’ sinstructions have not been acted upon. Thisstill remainsa
great puzzle.

The last matter wewish to submit about theflag for the Eastern province. The symbol of lionintheflag
representsthe Sinhaese, Pisces(Fish) Tamils. Itisassumed that the Mudimsarel eft behind without any mark
of representation intheflag. However, theflag containsasasymbol of Eaglewasassigned to Mudimsto
represent them.

WeMudimshavebeenliving inthiscountry asoneof thecommunitiescongtituting the Sri Lankan nation. But
itisof regret to observethat thefeding of nationalismisbeing estranged from Mudimsby recent occurrences.

Therefore, we appeal to Your Excellency to kindly afford usan opportunity to meet you by giving usadate
and timewith sufficient notice so asto bring these mattersfor your persona attention please.

Thank you.

Yourstruly,

(Signed)

Assheik S.L.M. HaniffaMadhani,

President,

All MosquesFederationin Eastern Province,
Akkarai pattu.



