SLMC istofaceyet another split..?
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The establishment of the SLM Cinthemiddleof the 1980swasas gnificant phenomenonin the devel opment
of Mudim palitics. Theparty promised security andrightsfor theMudims, particularly theNorth-East Mudims
and adopted electoral democracy to channel the demands. Late Mr. Ashraff, the former member of the
Federal Party led by Mr. S.J. Selvanayakam, and his eastern colleagues were the major engineersof the

party.

The SLMC clearly stressed the point that “it was aparty pledged to follow the Quran and the Sunnah.” For
Musdlims, thesetwo sourcesarethe key guidance, and they would prepareto do anything including hatred
toward non-Mudlims, if they were convinced with the arrangements pointed in Quran and Sunnah.

Marhoom M.H.M. Mr. Ashraff’sfollowing statement well proved hisand hisparty’ sresentment against the
Tamil Tigersand the commitment towardsthe Mudim community.

“IftheLTTE iskillingus,if theLTTE isleaving usout of our homes, smply becausewehappen to
beMudims, smply becausewesay “ Lailahaillallahu, Mammmadur-Rasoolullah” because of our
belief in Allah and Prophet Muhammed (peace beupon him) ... if that istheonly reason, it isthe
commandment of theHoly Quran that weshould declareJihad against them and kill every LTTEger.
Weshall now intend to slaughter every LTTEer including Mr. Prabhakaran. In a per sonal note, |
will bethehappiest if | can diein battleat thetimeof dittingtheneck of thisbloody Prabhakaran
(emphasisesarenot intheoriginal).

Mr. Rauf Hakeem, key charismatic present leader of the SLMC, filled theleadership gap when Mr. Ashraff
lifewas concluded with tragic air accident on September 16, 2000. Mr. Hakeem who hailsfrom the central
Sri Lankadecided tofollow inthefootstepsof late Mr. Ashraff with somenotableflexibility. Hemet theLTTE
boss, Mr. Pirabkaran onthe 13th of April, 2002 and signed landmark Memorandum of Understanding (MoU).
TheMoU promised somereconciliation between the Tamilsand the Mudims. But critiquesdid not suggest
any radica improvementsintheregion.

Essentidly, thedeath of Mr. Ashraff deeply disturbed the unity of the SLMC. Severd factionsemerged within
the party’ sranks.

Major split of the party beganwith Mrs. Ferial Ashaff and followed by Athaullah, Harees, LateAnver Ilsmail,
Hussein Balla, Rishad Bathiudeen, Mg eed, Ameer Ali, Noushad and recently K.A. Baiz.

Sri LankaMudlim Congres(SLMC) Nationa Organizer and Deputy Minister of Livestock Developmentin
the Rg apaksaAdminigtration, Baiz, spranginto thelimelight and notoriety on September 23, 2007, when he
flaunted his pistol beforelarge crowdsin Puttalam and threstened to shoot afellow Mudim Minister Rishad
Bathiudeen ,if hewereto set foot inthedistrict again. Thislead to the suspension of Mr. Baiz from hisparty
officetill aninquiry into hisconduct in Puttalam clearshim.

Following thesuspension, Baiz sarted to throw alegationsagaingt hisleader Hakeemwithinthe party level a
high command and other meetings. It haseven cometo the public when Baiz opened hisfireson Sunday at a
politicd interview program conducted by aprivatetdevison channd. Heinfact made seriesof seriousdlegation
against Hakeem saying that even no body knowswhere the Party account was maintained. When asked
about hisstand on budget voting at thethird reading, he pointed out that even the party |eadership decidesto
vote against the budget heand hisparty colleagueswould not follow theleadership asHakeem doesnot have
any clear future plans. He a so said that hewas opening adoor to the other SLM C parliamentariansto speak



out their grievancesto the public and made an appedl to hisfellow membersto useal theavailablemediato
carry onthistask. Soitisan obvioussign that Baizispreparing to make another split in the party.

Whatever said and done, many believed that Mudim political representativeshad | ost the common program
towin security and rightsfor Mudims: they failed towinany legitimate say inthe CeasefireAgreement of 2002
aswell asPost-Tsunami Operation Management Structure (PTOMSS) of 2005 concerning tsunami and peace
talks. TheMudim palitica elite'sinability to maketheright choicesand policiestowin Mudiminterestslargely
frustrated the Eastern Muslimswho had mounted their trust in the moderate democratic Mudlim leadership.
The section of the Muslim youths from the East believes that the major purpose of the SLMCisjust to
formulate policiestowin public officesfor themsdlves.

Thereisatendency inthe East among the Mudlim youthsto seek non-democratic dternativesto channel their
desires. Such atendency can be attributed to the theory, which readstherootsof illiberal movementsat a
point, whenliberal forcesradically fail their constituencies. It isimportant to mention that breakdown of the
Tamil moderatelegitimacy among the Tamil masses couplewith the Sinhalaoppression against the Tamils
comfortably opened theway for the Tamil radicalism and violence against the state and itsinstitutions. The
samecouldlikely occur intheMudim polity, if democratic voicesof the Mudimsjust focusonwinning perks,
position and promotionsfor their family and membersastheir Southern Mudim counterparts successfully do
sinceindependence.

Thelogic of the SLMC politicsdoes not suggest any new shift. Thesameold policy towin Mudimvotes, in
order to secure cabinet portfoliosand perks. It ssemsthereisadight tendency among the eastern Mudimsto
reject such anarrow minded politics. Failure of democratic voices may trigger moreinstability and chaos.
Mudimsof the North and East may experience such atransformation when democratic political representations
crash the expectations of the masses.



