East Not at Ease: SLMM
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Eventhough no military operationshad been carried out intheeastern
region during the past few days, anincreased sense of insecurity was
evidentintheareawithkillings, abductionsand arrestsontheincrease,
the Sri LankaMonitoring Mission saidinitslatest security assessment
report.

A total of seven abductionswerereportedtotheSLMM, with
most victimsbeing abducted from their homes, thereport said
addingthat six peoplewer er eleased after being detained for a
week. Thereport said arrests of people with alleged linksto
theLTTE had increased.

Seven people were abducted, two reportedly by the TMVP
during the week September 3-9, the SLMM said adding that
six people previously reported abducted werereleased in the
sameperiod. TheSLMM received further threecomplaintson
abductions, all pointingout theTMVPasthe per petrator. Six
people abducted on September 2 in the jungle area of Mavil
Aru, Trincomalee district, were released on 9th after being
allegedly severely mistreated.

On 3rd policein Thirukovil, Amparadistrict arrested aman
suspected for the abduction of 22 school children and two
teacherson December 18last year. The man was suspected to
beamember of theLTTE. Further arrestsof peopleaccused of
being connected tothe LT TE weremadein Batticaloa, Kinniya,
Kovilkulam and Kalmunai, addingup toatotal of seven people.

Insevera villagesinthewest of Battical oa, and around Trincomalee
the population had self-imposed acurfew at 6pm dueto fear and aso
distrust of the security forces, the SLMM said.



