EASTERN PROVINCIAL COUNCIL ELECTION - MAY 10, 2008

The population of the Eastern Province is as follows:

District of Ampara
Muslims Sinhalese Tamils Total
245,089 231,771 110,180 587,040
41.75% 39.48% 18.77% 100%
(Source: Census of 2001)
District of Batticaloa
Muslims Sinhalese Tamils Total
113,473 2,439 195,319 311,231
36.46% 0.78% 62.76% 100%
(Source: Divisional Secretariat figure for 2001)
District of Trincomalee
Muslims Sinhalese Tamils Total
137,453 103,853 112,007 353,313
38.90% 29.39% 31.70% 100%

The 2001 population of the Eastern Province may be expressed, with a reasonable degree of accuracy,

(Source: Divisional Secretariat figure for 2001)

by adding the above figures. Thus the overall figure for the Eastern Province is:

Muslims Sinhalese Tamils Total
496,015 338,063 417,506 1,251,584
40% 27% 33% 100%

In the Districts of Ampara and Trincomalee, the Muslim community is the first majority and the
Sinhalese community the second majority. It is only in the District of Batticaloa that the Tamil
community is the first majority.

The Muslims are now the unquestioned first majority in the Eastern Province. At the General Elections
of 2000 and 2001 the Muslims accounted for five Members of Parliament as against four elected
Tamils and three elected Sinhalese. The Muslims are no longer willing to play the second fiddle to the
Tamils as they have done in the past.

The ruling UPFA contesting in alliance with the TMVP and the Muslim Ministers of the Government
have had talks with the Sri Lanka Muslim Congress (SLMC) to form a common Muslim list and win
the Chief Minister’s post to a Muslim.

SLMC rejected the Government’s proposal.
At a meeting of Muslim politicians and religious leaders with the SLMC leader and party members to

join all Muslim parties under one common umbrella, Mr. Hakeem had said that the SLMC would
contest only under the Tree symbol.



Now the SLMC is contesting the Eastern Provincial Council in alliance with the UNP under the
Elephant symbol.

The TMVP Acting leader Sivanesan Chandrakanthan alias Pillayan is insisting that a Tamil should be
the Chief Minister of the Eastern Province. The President Mahinda Rajapaksa has said that the Chief
Minister post would be available for the party which gets the majority seats at the election.

If Pillayan becomes the Chief Minister of the Eastern Province, he will have at his disposal an armed
force of his own and the powers on Land, Local Government and Public administration.

The fear that the constitutional powers on the subjects of police and land to the Provincial Council
might strengthen the hands of the separatist forces in the North and East has prevented all the
Executive Presidents from signing the gazette notification on the institution of the provincial police
division and the land commission that have been stipulated in the 13™ Amendment to the constitution.

The JVP is opposed to devolving powers to the Provincial Councils and disarming the TMVP. JHU
support TMVP for the Chief Minister position in the Eastern Provincial Council.

Land, security, allocation of legitimate share of state land and natural resources to predominant
Muslim local bodies and the resettlement of Muslim IDP are the serious issues that the Eastern
Province Muslims are facing today. Therefore it is very important the Muslims take control of the
Eastern Provincial Council with a Muslim Chief Minister.
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Registered votes for 2008 May 10 Eastern Provincial Council Election

o Registered o Muslims Tamils o Sinhalese
District Votes % Seats Votes % Seats Votes % Seats Votes %  Seats
Ampara 490,308 46% 14 205,929 42% 6 93,158 19% 3 191,220 39% 5
Batticaloa 330,950 31% 11 119,142 36% 4 208,499 63% 7 3,310 1% -
Trincomalee 242,463 23% 10 94,561  39% 4 77,588 32% 3 70,314 29% 3
Total 1,063,721 100% 35 | 419,632 39% 14 | 379,245 36% 13 | 264,844 25% 8
Parliament General Election 2004
District Reg. Votes Seats | SLMC  Seats | ITAK  Seats | UPFA  Seats | UNP  Seats
Ampara 379,044 7 75,134 2 46,128 1 168,927 3 39,883 1
Batticaloa 303,928 5 41,856 1 157,669 4 25,422 - 3,317 -
Trincomalee | 224,307 4 63,548 1 67,063 2 21,690 1 14,228 -
Total 907,279 16 | 180,538 4 270,860 7 216,039 4 57,428 1
General Election 2004 votes used for Provincial Council Election 2008 May, 10
District | NESd gl SIMC % st | TMVP % Sts | UPFA % Sts| UNP | % | Sis
Ampara 379,044 14 | 75,134 20% 3 46,128  12% 2 | 168,927 46% 7 | 39,883 | 11% 2
Batticaloa 303,928 11 | 41,856 14% 2 | 157,669 52% 8 | 25422 8% 1 3,317 1% -
Trincomalee | 224,307 10 | 63,548 28% 4 67,063 30% 4 |21,690 10% 2 | 14228 | 6% -
35 9 14 10 2
Proposal for 2008 May, 10 Eastern Provincial Council Election
District | REN g | SIMC s | UNP st | TMVP St | UPFA St [ IV Sis
Ampara 14 5 3 2 3 1
Batticaloa 11 3 1 6 1 -
Trincomalee 10 4 1 3 1 1
35 12 5 11 5 2
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