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EASTERN PROVINCIAL COUNCIL ELECTION – MAY 10, 2008 
 
The population of the Eastern Province is as follows: 
 

District of Ampara 
 

Muslims Sinhalese Tamils Total 
245,089 231,771 110,180 587,040 
41.75% 39.48% 18.77% 100% 

 

(Source: Census of 2001) 
 

District of Batticaloa 
 

Muslims Sinhalese Tamils Total 
113,473 2,439 195,319 311,231 
36.46% 0.78% 62.76% 100% 

 

(Source: Divisional Secretariat figure for 2001) 
 

District of Trincomalee 
 

Muslims Sinhalese Tamils Total 
137,453 103,853 112,007 353,313 
38.90% 29.39% 31.70% 100% 

 

(Source: Divisional Secretariat figure for 2001) 
 
The 2001 population of the Eastern Province may be expressed, with a reasonable degree of accuracy, 
by adding the above figures. Thus the overall figure for the Eastern Province is: 
 

Muslims Sinhalese Tamils Total 
496,015 338,063 417,506 1,251,584 
40% 27% 33% 100% 

 
In the Districts of Ampara and Trincomalee, the Muslim community is the first majority and the 
Sinhalese community the second majority. It is only in the District of Batticaloa that the Tamil 
community is the first majority. 
 
The Muslims are now the unquestioned first majority in the Eastern Province. At the General Elections 
of 2000 and 2001 the Muslims accounted for five Members of Parliament as against four elected 
Tamils and three elected Sinhalese. The Muslims are no longer willing to play the second fiddle to the 
Tamils as they have done in the past. 
 
The ruling UPFA contesting in alliance with the TMVP and the Muslim Ministers of the Government 
have had talks with the Sri Lanka Muslim Congress (SLMC) to form a common Muslim list and win 
the Chief Minister’s post to a Muslim. 
 
SLMC rejected the Government’s proposal. 
 
At a meeting of Muslim politicians and religious leaders with the SLMC leader and party members to 
join all Muslim parties under one common umbrella, Mr. Hakeem had said that the SLMC would 
contest only under the Tree symbol. 
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Now the SLMC is contesting the Eastern Provincial Council in alliance with the UNP under the 
Elephant symbol. 
 
The TMVP Acting leader Sivanesan Chandrakanthan alias Pillayan is insisting that a Tamil should be 
the Chief Minister of the Eastern Province. The President Mahinda Rajapaksa has said that the Chief 
Minister post would be available for the party which gets the majority seats at the election. 
 
If Pillayan becomes the Chief Minister of the Eastern Province, he will have at his disposal an armed 
force of his own and the powers on Land, Local Government and Public administration. 
 
The fear that the constitutional powers on the subjects of police and land to the Provincial Council 
might strengthen the hands of the separatist forces in the North and East has prevented all the 
Executive Presidents from signing the gazette notification on the institution of the provincial police 
division and the land commission that have been stipulated in the 13th Amendment to the constitution. 
 
The JVP is opposed to devolving powers to the Provincial Councils and disarming the TMVP. JHU 
support TMVP for the Chief Minister position in the Eastern Provincial Council. 
 
Land, security, allocation of legitimate share of state land and natural resources to predominant 
Muslim local bodies and the resettlement of Muslim IDP are the serious issues that the Eastern 
Province Muslims are facing today. Therefore it is very important the Muslims take control of the 
Eastern Provincial Council with a Muslim Chief Minister. 
 
K];ypk; chpikfs; kd;w Ma;T mwpf;ifg;gb fpof;fpyq;ifapy; jkpo; MAjf;FOf;fspdhy; 
rl;ltpNuhjkhf Mf;fpukpf;fg;gl;Ls;s K];ypk;fspd; fhzpapd; tp];jPuzk; 62>108 Vf;fH. 
jkpoPo tpLjiyg;Gypfspd; fl;Lg;ghl;Lg;by; ,Ue;j gpuNjrq;fspy; mk;ghiu khtl;lj;jpy; 
4>211 K];ypk; FLk;gq;fSf;Fr; nrhe;jkhd 16>718 Vf;fH> kl;lf;fsg;G khtl;lj;jpy; 5>473 
K];ypk; FLk;gq;fSf;Fr; nrhe;jkhd 28>297 Vf;fH> jpUNfhzkiy khtl;lj;jpy; 5>186 
FLk;gq;fSf;Fr; nrhe;jkhd 17>092 Vf;fH. ,f;fhzpfisf; fle;j ,UgJ tUlq;fshf 
jkpoPotpLjiyg;Gypfspd; MjuthsHfs; rl;ltpNuhjkhf Mf;fpukpj;Js;sdH. 
 
K];ypk; fhq;fpu]; J}Jf;FO jkpoPo tpLjiyg; GypfNshL 2002 Vg;uy; 13Mk; jpfjp 
td;dpapy; elj;jpa Ngr;RthHj;ijapd;NghJ tlf;F fpof;F K];ypk;fspd; fhzpg;gpur;rpid 
gw;wp tphpthf Muhag;gl;L K];ypk;fSf;F cUj;jhd fhzpfs;ahTk; kPz;Lk; 
K];ypk;fsplk; xg;gilf;fg;gLk; vd;w cld;ghl;Lf;F te;jdH. ,jd;gpd; jha;yhe;J> 
nejHyhe;J Mfpa ehLfspy; ele;j rkhjhdg; Ngr;RthHj;ijapd;NghJ ,yq;if murhq;ff; 
FOtpy; fye;J nfhz;l K];ypk; gpujpepjpfSk; jkpoPo tpLjiyg; Gypfs; gpujpepjpfSk; 
K];ypk; fhzpfs; rk;ge;jkhf elj;jpa tphpthd Ngr;RthHj;ijapy; Vw;gl;l cld;ghl;bd; 
gpufhuk; jkpoHfs; rl;ltpNuhjkhf Mf;fpukpj;Js;s K];ypk;fs; fhzpfs; tpgu ,lhg;G 
K];ypk; chpikfs; kd;wj;jhy; jahhpf;fg;gl;L ,yq;ifr; rkhjhd eltbf;if 
mDruizahsuhd NehHNt gpujpepjpf@lhf jkpoPo tpLjiyg; Gypfs;> ,yq;if 
murhq;fk;> K];ypk; fhq;fpu]; MfpNahhplk; rkHg;gpf;fg;gl;lJ. 
 
2003 ngg;uthp 7-8Mk; jpfjpfspy; N[Hkd; - NgHypd; efhpy; ele;j Ie;jhk; fl;l rkhjhdg; 
Ngr;RthHj;ijapd;NghJ vLf;fg;gl;l jPHkhdg;gb fpof;F khfhzj;jpy; jkpo; K];ypk; 
kf;fSf;fpilapy; cs;s fhzpg;gpzf;Ffisr; R%fkhfj; jPHj;Jitg;gjw;fhd khtl;l jkpo; 
- K];ypk; ,zf;frigfs; fpof;F khfhzj;jpy; Vw;gLj;jg;gl;ld. 
 
rpy eilKiwr;rpf;fy; fhuhzkhf K];ypk; fhzpg;gpur;rpid rk;ge;jkhd eltbf;iffspy; 
jhkjk; Vw;gl;ljdhy; jkpoPo tpLjiyg; Gypfspd; fpof;F khfhzg; Nghuhspfs;> 
fhzpg;gpur;rpidapy; rk;ge;jg;gl;l fpof;F khfhz K];ypk; gpujpepjpfNshL Ngr;RthHj;ij 
elj;Jtjw;fhf tpUk;gp miog;G tpLj;jjd; epkpj;jk;> tlfpof;F K];ypk; rkhjhdg; Nguit 
K];ypk; r%fg; gpujpepjpfNshL 2003 nrg;lk;gH 20Mk; jpfjp mk;ghiu/ kl;lf;fsg;Gj; jkpoPo 
tpLjiyg; Gypfspd; gpujk fl;lisj; jsgjp fUzh mk;khd; jiyikapy; fwbaehW 
Njdfj; jiyikafj;jpYk; jkpoPo tpLjiyg; Gypfspd; jpUNfhzkiy khtl;l gpujk 
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fl;lisj; jsgjp gJkd; mk;khd; jiyikapy; rk;g+H eLtr; nrayfj;jpYk; 2003 brk;gH 
30Mk; jpfjpapy; Ngr;RthHj;ijfs; eilngw;Wj; jpUg;jpfukhd Kd;Ndw;wq;fSk; 
fhzg;gl;ld. 
 
fpof;F khfhzg; gpujk fl;lisj; jsgjp fUzh mk;khd; jkpoPo tpLjiyg; Gypfs; 
,af;fj;jpypUe;J ntspNawpajd; gpd;dH ,yq;if ,uhZtj;jpd; Aj;j eltbf;iffs; 
fpof;Fkhfhzj;jpy; cf;fpukile;jd. rkhjhdg; Ngr;RthHj;ijAk; K];ypk; fhzpg;gpur;rpid 
rk;ke;jkhd eltbf;iffSk; jilg;gl;ld. ,yq;if ,uhZtj;jpdhpd; jPtpu Aj;j 
eltbf;ifapd; gadhff; fpof;F khfhzj;jpy; jkpoPo tpLjiyg; Gypfspd; 
fl;Lg;ghl;bypUe;j midj;Jg; gpuNjrq;fSk; kPl;fg;gl;ld. ,jidj; njhlHe;J eilngw;w 
,yq;if cr;r ePjpkd;wj; jPHg;Gg;gb tlkhfhzj;NjhL jw;fhypfkhf ,izf;fg;gl;bUe;j 
fpof;FkhfhzKk; tpLtpf;fg;gl;lJ. 
 
gaq;futhj eltbf;ifapd;NghJ iftplg;gl;l fhzpfspy; nghj;Jtpy; K];ypk;fs; kPz;Lk; 
tptrhak; nra;tij y`{fiy gpuNjr rpq;fstUk; murhq;f mjpubg;gilapdUk; 
jilnra;fpd;wdH. Kd;gpUe;j ghzikg;gw;W b.MH.X. gphpT 472 rJuiky;. Gjpjhf epUthf 
rig Vw;gLk;NghJ 19>831 - 74% K];ypk; ngUk;ghd;ikg; nghj;Jtpy; gpuNjr rigf;F Mf 
22% - 103.9 rJuiky; fhzpAk; vQ;rpa 74% - 368.2 rJuiky; fhzpfis 7>085 - 26% 
rpq;fsg; ngUk;ghd;ik y`{fyg; gpuNjr rigf;Fk; nfhLf;fg;gl;lJ. ,jdhy; K];ypk;fs; 
cj;juTg; gj;jpuj;NjhL tptrhak; nra;Jte;j ngUk;gFjp murfhzpfs; rpq;fstH iff;F 
khw;wg;gl;Ls;sd. 
 
fy;Kidg; gpuNjr K];ypk;fSf;Fhpa fhzpfNshL y`{fiyg; gpuNjrj;jpy; cs;s 
rpq;fstH fhzpfis xg;gpLifapy; rpq;fstH K];ypk;fistpl 208 klq;F $Ljyhd 
fhzpfis mtHfs; fl;Lg;ghl;by; itj;jpUf;fpd;wdH. mk;ghiu khtl;lj;jpy; cs;s 39% 
rpq;fstH mjpfg;gbahd gpuNjrj;jpy; cs;s fhzpfNshL 42% K];ypk;fs; mjpfg;gbahd 
gpuNjrj;jpYs;s fhzpfis xg;gpLifapy; rpq;fsg;gpuNjrj;jpy; cs;s fhzpfs; K];ypk; 
gpuNjrj;jpy; cs;s fhzpfistplg; 13 klq;F mjpfg;gbahfTs;sd. 
 
Vwht+H K];ypk;fSf;Fr; nrhe;jkhd tptrhak;> fhy;eil kw;Wk; gapHr;nra;iff;fhd 
fhzpfspy; ngUk;ghyhdit nrq;fyb gJis A5 Nwhl;Lf;F mz;kpj;j gFjpfspy; jkpoPo 
tpLjiyg; Gypfspd; fl;Lg;ghl;by; ,Ue;jd. ,itahTk; ,d;W murhq;fj;jpd; 
fl;Lg;ghl;Lf;Fs; te;Jtpl;ld. K];ypk;fSf;Fr; nrhe;jkhd Iad;Nfzp> kPuhNfzp> 
kpr;refH> `pjhaj;efH> jf;thefH Mfpa gFjpfspYk; fhj;jhd;Fb vy;iyf; fpuhkq;fshd 
xy;ypf;Fsk;> rpfuk;> fHgyh> ghyKid> fPr;rhd; gs;sk; fhq;Nfad;Xil Mfpa 
,lq;fspYk; Vw;fdNt rl;ltpNuhjkhf tpLjiyg; Gypfshy; FbakHj;jg;gl;L mur 
,uhZtj;jpdhpd; tpLjiyg; GypfSf;nfjpuhd Aj;jeltbf;ifahy; ,lk;ngaHe;j 
jkpoHfis fUzhtpd; jkpo; kf;fs; tpLjiyg; Gypfs; (TMVP) kPz;Lk; ntspehl;L mur 
rhHgw;w epWtd mDruizNahL K];ypk; fhzpfspy; rl;ltpNuhjkhf epue;jukhff; 
FbakHj;j Jhpj eltbf;if vLj;J tUfpd;wdH. 
 
kl;lf;fsg;G khtl;lk; 14 gpuNjr rigAk; 2>633 rJu fp.kPl;lH gug;gsTk; nfhz;l gpuNjrk;. 
,q;F K];ypk;fs; ngUk;ghd;ikahfTs;s gpuNjr nrayhsH gphpTfs; ehd;F - fhj;jhd;Fb 
3.4 r.fp.kPl;lH> Vwht+H lTd; 3.84 r.fp.kPl;lH> Nfhwhiyg;gj;J Nkw;F (Xl;lkhtb) 6.84 
r.fp.kPl;lH> Nfhwhiyg;gj;J kj;jp 6.5 r.fp.kPl;lH nkhj;jk; fpl;lj;jl;l 20.0 r.fp.kPl;lH. ,J 
kl;lf;fsg;G khtl;lj;jpd; nkhj;j tp];jPuzj;jpy; 1.00% f;F FiwthdJ. ,d;W kl;lf;fsg;G 
khtl;l K];ypk; rdj;njhif 30% f;Fk; $LjyhfTs;sJ. 
 
jpUNfhzkiy khtl;lj;jpy; Fr;rntsp xU K];ypk; ngUk;ghd;ikg; gpuNjrk;. nkhj;j 
rdj;njhif 29>967 FLk;gq;fs; 8>058. 65% K];ypk;fs; 19>443 - 31% jkpoH 9>282 - 3% 
fpwp];jtHfs; 905 - mj;NjhL 0.1% rpq;fstH 337. Fr;rntsp gpuNjrrig 9 mq;fj;jtH> 
K];ypk;fs; 6> jkpoH 3. K];ypk; ngUk;ghd;ikf; Fr;rntspg; gpuNjrrigf;F xU jkpoH 
gpuNjr nrayhsH. nkhj;j fpuhkNrtf cj;jpNahfj;jH 24. 65% K];ypk;fSf;F 7 
fpuhkNrtf cj;jpNahfj;jHfSk; Vida 17 fpuhkNrtf  cj;jpNahfj;jHfSk; kw;w 35% 
kf;fSf;Ff; nfhLf;fg;gl;bUf;fpwJ. ruhrhp jkpo; fpuhkNrtf cj;jpNahfj;jH gphptpd; 
rdj;njhif 250. Mdhy; K];ypk; fpuhkNrtf cj;jpNahfj;jH gphptpd; ruhrhp rdj;njhif 
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1>350. ,df;fytuk; fhuzkhf ,f;ghy; efhpypUe;J ,lk;ngaHe;J jpUNfhzkiyapy; 
cs;s yt; Nydpy; jw;fhypfkhff; FbNawpa 185 K];ypk;fSf;F xU FLk;gj;jpw;F 15 
NgHr;r]; tPjk; gfpHe;jspg;gjhf gpuNjr nrayhsH thf;FWjp nfhLj;jpUe;Jk; midj;Jf; 
fhzpfSk; jkpoUf;Nf gfpHe;jspf;fg;gl;Ls;sd. 
 
fpof;fpyq;if K];ypk;fspd; epahakhd gpur;rpidfis chpaKiwapy; rHtNjr> If;fpa 
ehLfs; muq;Ff;Fs; nfhz;Lnry;y Ntz;ba fhyfl;lk; ,g;NghJ te;Jtpl;lJ. kdpj 
chpikfs; kd;wk;> cr;r ePjp kd;wk; Mfpatw;wpw;F GfhH nra;J fpof;F K];ypk;fSf;F 
ePjpNfl;f Ntz;Lk;. fpof;F khfhzj;jpy; ghjpf;fg;gl;l midj;J K];ypk;fSk; xd;Wgl;L 
Mf;fg+Htkhd eltbf;iffspy; <LglNtz;Lk;. 
 
Registered votes for 2008 May 10 Eastern Provincial Council Election 
 

District Registered 
Votes % Seats Muslims 

Votes % Seats Tamils 
Votes % Seats Sinhalese 

Votes % Seats 

Ampara    490,308   46% 14 205,929 42% 6   93,158 19% 3 191,220 39% 5 
Batticaloa    330,950   31% 11 119,142 36% 4 208,499 63% 7     3,310 1% - 
Trincomalee    242,463   23% 10   94,561 39% 4   77,588 32% 3   70,314 29% 3 
Total 1,063,721 100% 35 419,632 39% 14 379,245 36% 13 264,844 25% 8 
 
Parliament General Election 2004 
 

District Reg. Votes Seats SLMC Seats ITAK Seats UPFA Seats UNP Seats
Ampara 379,044 7   75,134 2   46,128 1 168,927 3 39,883 1 
Batticaloa 303,928 5   41,856 1 157,669 4   25,422 -   3,317 - 
Trincomalee 224,307 4   63,548 1   67,063 2   21,690 1 14,228 - 
Total 907,279 16 180,538 4 270,860 7 216,039 4 57,428 1 
 
General Election 2004 votes used for Provincial Council Election 2008 May, 10 
 

District Registered 
Votes Sts SLMC % Sts TMVP % Sts UPFA % Sts UNP % Sts 

Ampara 379,044 14 75,134 20% 3   46,128 12% 2 168,927 46% 7 39,883 11% 2 
Batticaloa 303,928 11 41,856 14% 2 157,669 52% 8 25,422 8% 1 3,317 1% - 
Trincomalee 224,307 10 63,548 28% 4   67,063 30% 4 21,690 10% 2 14,228 6% - 
  35   9   14   10   2 
 
Proposal for 2008 May, 10 Eastern Provincial Council Election 
 

District Registered 
Votes Sts SLMC Sts UNP Sts TMVP Sts UPFA Sts JVP Sts 

Ampara  14  5  3  2  3  1 
Batticaloa  11  3  1  6  1  - 
Trincomalee  10  4  1  3  1  1 
  35  12  5  11  5  2 
 
 
M.I.M. Mohideen  Eastern Muslim Peace Assembly 
Secretary General 57 Norris Canal Road 
 Colombo 10 
 05 April 2008 


