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Press Release

The Sri Lanka Muslim Media Forum registers its strong protest over the government’s plans to re-introduce
the Criminal Defamation law.

We believe that this attempt to re-introduce this draconian law, which was repealed several years ago is an
attempt to place further constrains on journalists, editors and media institutions.

As media representatives of a minority community we consider this move as being one more method to
curtail the freedom of journalists, who are carrying out their professional duties despite the very many
threats they have received to their personal safety.

The criminal defamation law which was introduced to Sri Lanka during colonial rule was repealed in 2002,
following protests from the media. Until that time, successive governments used this law in varying degrees
to repress the media.  The repealing of the law in 2002 saw the introduction of more democratic practices
for the media.  The establishment of the Press Complaints Commission of Sri Lanka was one such step.
Indeed, what is essential today is not a re-introduction of such archaic laws but moves that would strengthen
the systems of self-regulation.

A government which came to power on the promise of strengthening media freedom, and which continues
to claim that there is no obstruction to freedom of expression under its rule, will, by this move only add to the
already perceived idea that it is hostile to the press.

While the Sri Lanka Muslim Media Forum calls on the government to unconditionally re consider this step,
we also appeal to all democratic forces to come together and protest the re imposition of this law.  We also
pledge our support to all those who stand up against this move.

Sri Lanka Muslim Media Forum

Thaha M. Muzammil
General Secretary
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2007 [{iy 03

MrpupaH
jpdfud;

'jpdfud;" Mrphpaj; jiyaq;fk; njhlh;ghf ...

2007 [{iy 2k; jpfjpa jpdfudpy;> 'Clfj;Jiw Nkk;ghl;il Nehf;fp K];ypk;
kPbah Nghuk;" vd;w kFlj;jpyhd cq;fsJ Mrphpaj; jiyaq;fj;ij mtjhdpj;Njhk;.

Kjw;fz; ,g;gbNahh; Mrphpaj; jiyaq;fk; vOjpaikf;fhf =yq;fh K];ypk;
kPbah Nghuk; jpdfuDf;F jdJ ed;wpawpjiyj; njhptpj;Jf;nfhs;fpwJ.

jq;fsJ jiyaq;fj;ij kpf;f mtjhdkhfg; gbj;Jg; ghh;j;Njhk;. K];ypk; kPbah
Nghuk; gw;wpa rpwg;ghd fUj;Jf;fis Kd;itj;jpUe;jPh;fs;. Nghuj;jpd; mq;Fuhh;g;gz
fhyk; Kjw;nfhz;L mjd; tsh;r;rp> mq;fj;jth; njhif> mjd; Kd;Ndw;wfukhd
eltbf;iffs; njhlh;ghd gy Kf;fpaj; jfty;fs; jq;fs; jiyaq;fj;jpy;
Kd;itf;fg;gl;bUe;jd. rpy MNyhridfSk; toq;fg;gl;bUe;jd. jiyaq;fj;jpd;
Kd;itf;fg;gl;bUe;j jfty;fs; kw;Wk; fUj;Jf;fSf;fhfTk; toq;fg;gl;bUe;j gad;kpF
MNyhridfSf;fhfTk; kPz;Lk; vkJ ed;wpiaj; njhptpj;Jf;nfhs;fpNwhk;.

MapDk; jhq;fs; njhl;Lf; fhl;ba ,uz;nlhU tplaq;fSf;F gjpy;nrhy;Yk;
flg;ghL vkf;F cs;sJ. mt;thW nrhy;yhJ Nghdhy; K];ypk; kPbah Nghuj;ijg;
gw;wpa rpy jg;ghd mgpg;gpuhaq;fs; r%f kl;lj;jpy; Vw;gl topNaw;gLk; vd;gijf;
$wpf;nfhs;fpNwhk;.

Kjyhtjhf> ,yj;jpudpay; Clfj;jhhpd; 'kdf;Fiw" gw;wpa jq;fs; fUj;Jf;F
gjpy;$w Ntz;bAs;sJ. vkJ mikg;gpy; 500f;Fk; rw;W mjpfkhd mq;fj;jth;fs;
cs;sdh;. ,jpy; ,yj;jpudpay; Clfk; rhh;e;Njhh; Fiwe;j vz;zpf;ifapdNu.
Vida midtUk; mr;R Clfk; rhh;e;NjhuhtH. MapDk;$l ,yj;jpudpay;
rhh;e;NjhUf;Fk; chpa Kf;fpaj;JtKk; rk me;j];Jk; mspf;fg;gl;L tUtij mOj;jk;
jpUj;jkhfj; njhptpj;Jf; nfhs;fpNwhk;.

tUlhe;j cj;jpNahfj; njhptpd;NghJ> ,yj;jpudpay; rhh;e;j gyh; Nghl;bapLfpd;wdh;.
xUrpyh; njhpthfpd;wdh;. Njh;jy; xd;wpd; %yNk ,j;njhpTfs; eilngWfpd;wd.
Njh;jypy; ntw;wp ngwhj ,yj;jpudpay; Clftpayhsh;fspy;; rpyUk; vkJ Nghuj;jpd;
rl;ljpl;lq;fSf;fika jiytupd; tpNrl mjpfhuj;jpd; %yk; eph;thff; FOtpy;
epakpf;fg;gl;L Kf;fpa gjtpfSk; toq;fg;gl;Ls;sd. fUj;juq;Ffs;> nraykh;Tfs;>
,yj;jpudpay; gapw;rp tFg;Gfs; Nghd;wtw;wpy; ,th;fSf;F mjpKf;fpaj;Jtk;
mspf;fg;gLfpwJ. vdNt ,th;fsJ Kf;fpaj;Jtk; Fiwf;fg;gLfpwJ my;yJ
kOq;fbf;fg;gLfpwJ vd;gJ jtwhd $w;whFk;. ,k;Kiw (2007) eilngw;w Njh;jypy;
,yj;jpudpay; rhh;e;j xUtNu nghUshsuhf njhpthdhh; vd;gJk; epidtpw;
nfhs;sj;jf;fJ. ,J jtpu ,yj;jpudpay; Clftpayhsh;fs; gyh; K];ypk; kPbah
Nghuj;jpd; MNyhrfh;fshfTk; epakpf;fg;gl;Ls;sdh;.

1 of 2



Sri Lanka
Muslim
Media Forum

A3-1/1, Manning Town, Elwitigala Mawatha, Colombo 8, Sri Lanka. Telephone 2688293

N.M. Ameen, BA
President

nmameen@sltnet.lk

Thaha M. Muzammil
General Secretary

thamuz@sltnet.lk

Shihar Aneez
Treasurer

shiharaneez@yahoo.com

,uz;lhtjhf> Clfk; njhlh;ghd fUj;juq;Ffs;> nraykh;Tfs;> gapw;rp tFg;GfSf;F
jiyefiu ikakhff;nfhz;lth;fSf;F kl;LNk re;jh;g;gk; mspf;fg;gLfpwnjd;w
$w;Wk; jtwhdJ. ,w;iwtiu 25f;Fk;  Nkw;gl;l nraykh;Tfis ,yq;ifalq;fpYk;
elhj;jpAs;Nshk;. ,tw;Ws; 90 tPjkhdit gpuhe;jpaq;fspNyNa elhj;jg;gl;ld
vd;gJk; <z;L Fwpg;gplj;jf;fJ. cjhuzj;jpw;F fy;Kiz> fhj;jhd;Fb> Vwht+H>
%JhH> jpUNfhzkiy> jk;ghs> Nguhnjdpa> khtdy;iy> fz;zj;Njhl;il>
mSj;fk> Gj;jsk;> f`l;Nlhtpl;l Nghd;w ,lq;fs; rpy thFk;. ,J jtpu> K];ypk;
kPbah Nghuj;jpd; Gyikg;guprpy;fs;> mNdfkhf> midj;JNk gpuhe;jpa
ClftpayhsHfSf;Nf toq;fg;gLfpd;wd vd;gJTk; ,q;F Fwpg;gplj;jf;fJ.

%d;whtjhf> =yq;fh K];ypk; kPbah Nghuj;jpw;F jdpg;gl;l Kiwapy; ,Jfhytiu
ntspehl;Lg; gapw;rpf; fUj;juq;Ffs;> Gyikg;ghprpy; Nghd;wtw;wpw;fhd re;jh;g;gq;fNsh>
miog;Gf;fNsh fpilf;ftpy;iy. jiytupd; Kaw;rpapdhy; Vida Clf (SAFMA
Nghd;w) epWtdq;fspd; mDruiza+lhf kPbah Nghu mq;fj;jth;fs; ,uz;nlhUth;
,j;jifa FWfpafhy gapw;rpiag; ngw;Ws;sdh;. kPbah Nghuj;Jf;F ,j;jifa tha;g;Gf;fs;
tUk;gl;rj;jpy; epr;rakhf gpuNjr Clftpayhsh;fSf;Fk; mjpf mstpy; re;jh;g;gk;
toq;fg;gLk; vd;gijf; $wp itf;fpNwhk;.

Vida cq;fsJ fUj;Jf;fSf;F nrtprha;g;gNjhL vkJ flg;ghl;il ehk; czh;e;J
nraw;gLNthk; vd;W $wpf; nfhs;Sk; mNjNtis njspTf;fhf ,t;tpsf;fj;ijg;
gpuRupf;FkhWk; Nfl;Lf;nfhs;fpNwhk;.

ed;wp>

jh`h vk;. K]k;kpy;
nghJr; nrayhsh;.
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