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Press Release

The Sri LankaMuslim MediaForum registersits strong protest over the government’s plansto re-introduce
the Criminal Defamation |aw.

We believe that this attempt to re-introduce this draconian law, which was repealed several years ago isan
attempt to place further constrains on journalists, editors and mediainstitutions.

As media representatives of a minority community we consider this move as being one more method to
curtail the freedom of journalists, who are carrying out their professional duties despite the very many
threats they have received to their personal safety.

The criminal defamation law which wasintroduced to Sri Lankaduring colonial rule wasrepealed in 2002,
following protestsfrom the media. Until that time, successive governments used thislaw in varying degrees
to repress the media. The repealing of the law in 2002 saw the introduction of more demacratic practices
for the media. The establishment of the Press Complaints Commission of Sri Lanka was one such step.
Indeed, what is essential today is not are-introduction of such archaic laws but movesthat would strengthen
the systems of self-regulation.

A government which came to power on the promise of strengthening media freedom, and which continues
to claim that thereisno obstruction to freedom of expression under itsrule, will, by thismove only add to the
already perceived ideathat it is hostile to the press.

Whilethe Sri LankaMuslim MediaForum calls on the government to unconditionally re consider this step,
we also appeal to all democratic forces to come together and protest the re imposition of thislaw. We aso
pledge our support to all those who stand up against this move.
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MruaH
Jidfud
‘jidfud" Mrhaj jayaqgfk nyhlhght ..

2007 [{ny 2k jifpa jidfudy> 'CIiIfjIaw Nkkghl sl Nehffi K}]yk
kbah Nghuk" vdw kFI1jjivhd cqfsJd Mrhaj jayaqfjaj mtjhdigNjhk.

KjwfF= ,ggbNahh Mrhaj jiyaqfk vOjaikffhf =yqgfth K]}Jyk
kbah Nghuk jJidfuDfF jdJd edwawjayj njhtjIfnfhstfiwd.

JjqfrsJd jayaqgfjinj kff mtjhdkhfg gbjJdg ghhjNjhk. KJyk kbah
Nghuk gwwa rwgghd fUjJJIfFfis KdimtjjiUejhfs. Nghujjid mqFuhhgg=
fhyk Kjwnfh=L mjd tshrrp mqgfjjth njhiH mjd KdNdwwfukhd
eltbfaffs njhlhghd gy Kffaj jJjftyfs jJgfs jJeyaqfjjy
Kd s tffgglbUejd. ny MNyhradfSk toqfgglbUejd. jmyaqfjjd
Kd s tffgglbUej jTtyfs kwWk fUJITFSTIhfTk toqgfgglbUej gadkF
MNyhr i dfSTffhfTk k=Lk vkd edwiaj njhtjIfnfhsTfiNwhk.

MaDk jhgfs njhlLT fhlba ,u=nlhU tlagfSTF gjiynrhyYk
TlgghL VkfF cssJ. mtthW nrhyyhd Nghdhy K}yk kbah Nghuj i jg
gwia ry jgghd mggguhagfs r%ft klljjy Vwgl toNawgbhk vdgnjf
BSwFnfhsfiNwhk.

Kjyhtejh® ,yjjudiay CIfjjhhd 'kdfFaw' gwa jgfs FTUJITF
aJwwbw Ne=bAssJ. vkd miakggy 500FfFFk rwwW mjifkhd mqgfjjthfs
cssdh. Ly L,yjjudiay CIfk rhheNjhh Frawej v==Fir fadNu.
Vida midtUk mrR CIfk rhheNjhuhtH. MaDk$1 , yjjudiay
rhheNjJhUFfFk cha KfflajJdtKk rk mej ] Jk msgiffgglL tUtrj mOjjk
JUjjkhfj njhtgjIf nfhsHNwhk.

tUIlhej cjjiNahfj njhtdNghd> , yjjudiay rhhej gyh NghlbalLfidwdh.
xUnyh njhthfidwdh. Njhjy xdwd %yNk , jnjhTfs en IngWwhidwd.
NJhjyiy ntww ngwhj ,yjjudiay Clftayhshfsy rnyUk vkJ Nghujjid
riljilligfStfika jeaytud ©Nrl mjfhujjid %yk ehthff FOty
eakffgglL Kffia gjufSk toqfgglLssd. fUjjugFfs> nraykhTfs>
> Yijudiay gawr] €tTFgéfs Nghdwtwwy , €©hfSTF mjpiKffhajJdtk
msiffggLfwd. vdNt ,thfsJd KffajJdtk FEwffggLfwd myyJ
kOqfbffggLfwd vdgJd jtwhd $wwhFk. , kK Ew (2007) ed Ingww Njhjyry
> Vijuday rhhej XUEtNu nghUshsuhf njhthdhh vdgdk emdtw
Nnfhssjjffd. ,J jJtu ,yjjudiay Clftayhshfs gyh K]Jyk kbah
Nghuj jid MNyhrfhfshfTk eakffgglLssdh.
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>u=lhtgjht> CITtk njhlhghd TUjjugFfs> nraykhT s> gawn €FRgCFSTF
juayeftau mkakhffnth=1thfSTF KILNk rejhggk msiffggLfiwnjdw
$SwWk jewhdJ. ,wawtiu 25FFk Nkwgll nraykhTfis ,yqifalghYk
elhjJiAsNshk. ,twWs 90 tjkhd st guhejiaqfsiNyNa elhjjgglld
vdgJdk <=L Fwggljjffd. cjhu=jjwF fyKms=> TthjjhdFb> Vwht:H>
%JhH> JIUNFh=kmy> jkghs> Nguhnjdia> khtdymy> f==jNjhln b
MSjfk> Gjjsk> £ INIhtgll Nghdw , Igfs ny thFk. ,J jtiw KJyk
klbah Nghujjid Gy mkgguryyfs> mNdfkhf> madjJINKk guhejja
ClfygayhsHfSTNF toqfggLfidwd vdgdTk ,qF FwggljjffJd.

%dwhtjht> =yqfh K]yk kbah NghujjwF jdigghl Kawayy , Jfhytimu
ntsjehlLg gawnf fUjjuqFfs> Gy i kgghiry Nghdwtwwwfhd rejhgggfNsh>
m i ogGFfNsh fimIffogyiy. jJiytud Kawnadhy Vida CIT (SAFMA
Nghdw) ewtdgfsid mDrus =a:lhf kbah Nghu mqfjjthfs ,u=nlhUth
- JJ 1 fa Fwhfathy gawnisag ngwwssdh. kbah NghujIfTF , jj 1 fa thagcffs
tUkglrj iy errakhf guNjr ClftayhshfSTFk mjif msty rejhggk
toqfggLk vdgijf $w § tFfNwhk.

Vida cqgfsJd fUJITFFSTF nrtrhaggNjhl vkd flgghl s 1 ehk c=heJ
nrawgLNthk vdW $wF nfhsSk mNjNtis njg TFfhf |, tsffjijg
guRuFFkhWk NFILFfnfthsHiNwhk.

edwp

jh~h vk. KJ}kky
nghdr nrayhsh.
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